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hk BE it remembered, that on the ninth day of 
Seat © December, in the forty-second year of the in- 
"* dependence of the United States of America, 

William B., Burke, of the said District, hath deposited: 

in this office, the title of a bogkthe right whereof he 

claims as proprietor, in the words following, to wit : 

« Historical address commemorative of the blessed re- 
*« formation, commenced by Doctor Martin Luther, 
© on the 31st October, A. D. 1517 Delivered in 
« the Lutheran Church, at Frederick-Town, Md. 
« October 31, A. D. 1817, by David F. Schaeffer, 
« A.M. & Y. D. M. 


In 2 to an act of the Congress of the United 
ates,. entitled + An act for the encouragement . of 
ning by securing the copies of maps, Tarts and 
| s, to the authors and proprietors of snvch copies, 
Mbvring the times therein mentioned;” and also the 
& act, entitled ' An act supplementary to the act, enti- 
tled © an act for the encouragement of le:rning, by 
,securmg the copies of Ca Santa and books to the 
"authors and proprietors-.of such copies during the 
times therein mentioned, — extending the benefits F- 
thereof to the arts of des] znihg, binge vine and etch- 
ing, historical and other prints.” 
PHILIP.MOORE. Clerk 


-- District of Maryland, 
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'TO THE 


Nev. F. D. Schaeffer, D. D. % 
Pastar of St, Michael's and Zion Churches, | 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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' Much esteemed Father ! Footer te 7, Fae # 
Ax. all-wise God has moo 
distance from yeu, by whict. ag) 
- Happiness of your rociety and the advany] 
© edifying cony But when I. rePSE 
FO areengagp i= ambass 
"Chris, ice bave $0. long 
: faithfully laboured, an Too determi . 
blessing of God, to follow your example, en the- | 
_ Separation from-you is less to be regre in the an- 4 
ticipation of that time, when we chall brace each $ 
other forever in the leethey of Jehovah. Fo you, I 
from whom TI haye ive s0 wary favoars, the R, 
following address is Tespectfu'ty inscribed, as an = 
evidence of my unfeigned gratitude. 
May God prolong your life. many years, and may 
theevening thereof be calm and serene, is the ardent 
prayer, of » © 
Your ſellow-labourer hs 
And affectionate on, 
DAVID F. 8CH 
Frederack- Town, 
November 1, 1817. 
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ADDRESS. 


In conformity to a resolution, passed by the 
geveral Synods of the Evangelical Lu'heran Church 
m the United States, and agreeable to the castom 
of our Protestant forefathers, we celebrate this day, 
in remembrance of the reformation of the Church, 
which was happily commenced by Dr. Martin 
Luther on the 31st of October A. D. 1517, and 
successfully prosecuted under God,through Luther, 
Zwingle, Melanchton, Calvin, Bucer, and others. 
Since the time of the divine and immortal founder 
of christianity, no revolution happened that was 
more glorious, than that happy change, introduced 
into religion, by the blessed reformation, the efficacy 
whereof was extended more or less to the most dis- 
tant parts of the globe Phe present age feels in- 
deed, in a sens1ble manner, the inestimable adyan- 
tages produced thereby, but enjoys them with a 
degree of ingratitude. IT make this reflection relue- 
tantly, yet not unjustly. ALT think, that can be 
advanced in extenuation of our guilt, is, that it pro- 
geeds from a general ignorance in the bistory of the -- 
Chureh, which would however, again require «n 
excuze. I am persuaded, were christians more 
anxious to inform themselves, as to past everts, the 
gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, would ve more 
generally experienced, appreciated and «1yported, 
particularly in this land ef liberty. Por bere, each 
may chose $snch external form and reguiation, as 
may appear sufficient and consi-ten: with «6and rea- 
30N and revelation. Let it then be understocd, that 
although the Lutheran Church principally ccle- 
brates this day, she has no motive of self aggran- 
dizement, nor to the prejudice of other denomina-! 
tions, by which $she 1s actnated. I! is one of her” 
first principles to have charity fer all who do not 
depart from the letter of the Bible—to rejoice when- 
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ever a$oul1s converted to Jesus Christ, and to com- 
tnbate as much as possible, to increase the number 
of true disciples of Christ. The friends of the re- 
formation, wherever they are ſound, and by what- 
ever appel ation they are made known, will there- 
fore not only justify, but spiritually join us, in the 
celebration ol the Centarial Jubilee of the Reform- 
ation, .atid praise God, who, through it, restored to 
vs civil and religi us liberty. It is true, that there 
exists a diff :rence of opinion m religious matters, 
yet such 1s. the effect of the gospel, that men have, 
a- they ought, aſriendly and an affectionate inter- 
eonrse with each other, in the transactions of this 
lite, whatever shades of difference may exist, as to 
the manner of worshipping the God of the Unt- 
verse. This was not the case before the Reforma- 
tion ; for then the world was constantly disturbed, 
and olten distressed, by wars, on account-of schisms 
m the Church, excited by ambitious poatiffs.* 

That the glory of God may be promoted, and we 
animated to shew our gratitude, by e£poasing more 
zealously and generally the cause of Christ, I have 
resolved to call your attention. | 

First. 'To a succinct account of the state of chris- 
ftani'y before the Reformation 

Secondly. To a view of the commencement and 
progress of the Relormation, 

Thirdly. 'To some practical remarks. 

First. Succinet account, &c. 

Very few centuries passed away, after the death 
of our blessed Redeemer and his Apostles, when a 
desire to rise to >upremacy and power, agitated the 
miuds of the clergy. A: tength a subordinate min- 
ister of Rome contrived to get the ascendancy. In 


* The Abbe Millot, vol. 3, page 7. 
The spirit of contention, condemned by St. Paul, be- 
_exmealmost universal—Bishop's anathematized bishops 
—Fhe church was filled with discord. 

Again: Vol. 3, page 58—* In recompense for carry- 
ing en a political war, the pontiff promses King-Pepin 
Happiness in this world and the next.” | 

Vol. 3, page 69—Religion disfigured and mistaken,, 
seryed as a pretext for numberless intestine cabals, 
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the year. 755, Pepin, king of France, pnt the Pope 
m possession of a number of tow ns, and thus cre- 
ated him a worldly lord From this moment, the 
power of the Pope increased daily, and at lengthan 
anlimited authority was exercised over the con- 
sciences of the laity. We need then not be surpri. 
zed, that the fraud, avarice, injustice, arrogance, 
tyranny and unbridled licentiousness of the pontiffs, 

rew 80 alarming, that not only private individuals, 
bat princes exclaimed against them. But, as none 

resumed to doubt the sopreme authority and infal- 
ibility of the Pope, no good effects were produced. 
Besides, no time was lost, on the part of the pon- 
tiffs, in suppressing the uneasy, by their councils 
and the gword. A contempt for letters was ſostered ; 
new chains daily forged for mankind by gross super- 
ﬆtition; false miracles, acts and frauds, pretendedl 
pious, were maultipted without end. hat conld, 
therefore, be more natural, than that in the cour=e 
of time, the pontiffs should enjoy the utmost secu- 
rity and tranquility And thus we find them at the 
commencement of the sixteenth century. For, on 
the one hand, the Waldenses lived contented under 
extreme poverty, in that obscaure corner of Europe, | 
which separates the Alps from the Pyrenean monn- | : 


tains ; and on the other, the Bohemians, though 
apart, in their opposition to the Roman yoke, 

ad netther strength nor knowledge to effect any S | 
thing, and were consequently mere objects of con- | 
tempt. ; 

'Thas entrenched within the strongest holds, the 
Roman pontiſfs looked upon their own authority, 
and the peace of the church, beyond the reach of 
danger. Phus free from apprehensions and cares, 
they were intent only apon the gratification of their 
lusts and passions, withoat any restraint or limita- 
tion. 'The unſhctunate, subject to their power, were 
incessantly oppressed, and every ray of light expell- 
ed their minds. Who, upon 'a view of the then 
state of christianity, can refrain from shedding a 
Silent tear ? 

But that-we may learn to-appreeiate the blessings 
of the Reformation, let us take a more general 
view 0! the state of things anterior thereto. Each 
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pontiff (with bat few exceptions) without noticing 
Alexander the sixth, whom humanity disowns, 
grew more savage and ferocious. Julins the $e- 
cond, who obtained the pontificate by bribery, dis - 
honored the chair by the most audacious arrogance, 
despatic vehemence of temper, and frenetic passion 
for war and bloodshed- ith such a head, what 
could be expected from the subordinate orders and 
ministers ?. History informs us, that they passed 
their days in dissolate mirth and luxury, squander- 
ed away the wealth set apart for religious purposes, 
and treated those ander their jurisdiction with more 
Severity than the most despotic princes treated their 
vassals. 'They drained 09k. | their subjects, for 
the support of sIgth and licentiousness ; and all this 
under the pretext, that tribute dare not be denied to 
those who rule. But the very name of tribute grew 
at length odious, and hence, lest the mask of reli- 
gion might fall from the faces of these oppressors, 
they had recourse to numerous lates Auk and eon- 
trivances. Among these, the sale of indulgences, 


by which impurity for crimes could be purchased, 
s0emcd to answer their purposes. As often then as 
their treasures were exhausted, they resorted to this 
expedient, and generally succeeded among the 1g- 


norant, to wham indulgences were warmly recom- 
r-nded. Under such a government, . where the 
reading of the scriptures in the yulgar tongae was 
prohibited, it is no wonder, that Faith consisted in 

a reliance upon human orders and regulations, and 
that pablic worship was little more than a pompous 
5ound of external ceremonies, Iinsignificant and 
s-nseless, belter adapted to dazzle the eye than to 
touch the heart. Few of the christian doctors had 
a critical knowledge of the Bible,®* for at the time 
Linther arose, there-was-none even in the uniyersity 
©: Paris, then one. of the first schools, who could 
dispute with him upon a scripture foundation, Se- 
veral of their sermons, it is $said, are yet extant, 
ſr--m which it appears, that their discourses contain- 
e:l little clse than fictitious reports of miracles and 
prodigies, insipid-fables, wretched--guibbles, and 


% 'Phe Abbe Millot, vol. 3, p. 296. 
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literate jargon. . Higtory informs us, that even 
»8e who, on account of supposed superiority and 
wvity, held a disti jished rank, had a common» 
ice set of sgbjects allotted them, which were, the 
fallibility of the church, and the obligations of 
zdedience _ : ns FRI and- merits of —_— ; 
e dignity of the blessed virgin ; purgatory ;' the 
Ility o indulgenoes, and the like. Ns To inculcate 
doctrines of the gospel—to exhibit the example 
Jesus Christ, its author—the efficacy of his me- 
ation, and the love of God towards' a penitent 
nner, never was thought of; and hence the torrent 
immorality and licentiousness was not to be 
mmed, nor the cloads of ignorance and supersti- 
Dn dispelled. © ds FIR 
Sach was the dismal condition of the charch !— 
political condition of mankind was sunk to the 
vest pitch of degradation. If any sparks of piety 
d exist ander sach a state of things, then they 
ere found among the mystics (a sect s0 called) bat 
ese received many vulgar errors, entertained chi- 
zerical notions, and were withal, often led into a 
gree of fanaticiscm. Such a state of things could 
Wt long exist. The Lord God, omnipotent, all. 
Fise and merciful, arose, and by means, dissipa- 
Fd the gross darkness which covered the people, as 
We hall sce when we view 
i Secondly. The commencement and progress of 
Dec reformation. | 
#8 The sale of indulgences was carried on with in- 
Ercaged zeal, as the pontifls and rulers of the charch, 
Few more licentioas. It was therefore thonght 
oper to appoint special officers, to whom the sale 
ould be entrusted, and those-were selected, who 
peared best calculated toimpose upon the deluded 
*& the time. Among these John 'Tetzel ranked 
2Wst, as the most impudent and enterprising. 'Phis 
Miserable creature preached and proclaimed the 
kmous indulgences of Leo 10, which administered 
e remisson of all sins, past, present and future, 
»wever-enormous, to-those,-who-couttdpurchase 
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them; -thas denying in fact, the all-sufficient, power 
and influence, of the merits of -our blessed re- 
deemer. . | 
At.this moment, when all might be supposed as 
lost, that gave a dista.it hope of being taught and 
comforted by-the- pare word of 'God, Martin Luther 
arose, laid 'the foundation of a revolution in the 
i ai =p resolution, and 
single - , sed papal ambition and despo- 
tism. &-296s:00 the 31st "7 October, A. D, 1517, 
that this instrament of God affixed ninety-five pro- 
positions to the door of the charch, adjoining the 
castle of the city of Wirtemberg, in Saxony. These 
he maintained, censuring through them, the extor- 
tion, of the questors, pointed out the Roman pontiff 
as an accessary proved and insisted that Christ 
crucified mast be the only object of confidence and 
trast. 'This was the commencement of that memo 
yable rupture, which humbled the grandeur of 
Lordly . pontiffs, and entailed upon us the precious 
liberties we enjoy, whether religious or civil. Here 
I 'caunot avoid noticing the prophetic language used 
at the time the degree-of Doctor of Divinity was 
to be conferred on-Lather. He was then but twen- 
ty nine years of age, and advanced this circum- 
stance as an objection, being anxions tv decline 
such distinction. But his objection was overruled, 
by telling him © that he must submit to be thus dig- 
mfied, inasmuch as the Almighty had important 
services to_ be performed in the church, | 45a 
his instramentality.” 

No one conversant with history and not blended 
by prejudices, will assert, that Luther became an 
open and-avowed protestor against the pentifls and 
their acts, from ——— motives, If we examine 
the edicts of the pontiff at this time, or the writings 
of any of those who defended the cause of Rome, 
we cannot find that Luther was charged with re- 
«entment or envy. From the year 1517 to 1546, the 
dispute about indulgences was carried on most vc- 
hemently, and yet not one of his enemies ventured 
to reproach him with }gnoble motives, "Indeed a 
certain pontiff* acknowledged that the pretended 


* Abhe Millot, vol. 4, p. 157. 
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1 of the ruptore, proceeded from the corruption 
Go oat! court, although he recommended the 
reatest extremities against Lather. No 8vch day 
will ever again offer itself to me, thos publicly to 
treat upon t 1s sybject, and hence I consider itare- 
ligious daty to say something 1n defence of the re. 
formers, TI know well that bad men may be an@® 
often are embarked in the best causes, but it sarel 
must be gratifying to. protestants, that those whe 
embarked 1n the cause of the reformation were 
ood and'mofal men.* This maust be acknow- 
edged, by all who consider the age in which thi 
lived, and study their characters with that impartra 
attention, that ought ever to precede personal re- 
flections. They were men of learning, who fought 
for the liberty of the world with arms that did not 
indicate them to be agitated by a mere impuls&or 
seduced by the delusion of fanaticism. T am of opi- 
nion, that Luther had'long betore the ever memor- 
able 31st of October, 1517, expressed his disappro- 
bation of the papal acts. In 1510 hewas delegated 
to the Pope, on business affecting the order, of 
which he was a member, (a that he was ' at 
any rate respected) when he saw with open eyes 
the immorality and libertinism of the ecclesiastics 
as well as the ignorance and superstition of the 
laity. I think, at this time he determined to do his 
part in effecting a change of things. Andas tothe 
other reformers who joined him, they were alFcon- 
vinced of the propriety and necessity of a reforma- 
tion, before they flew to the standard; No new reli- 
gion was taught, no extraordinary vocation, claim- 
ed by any of them—they respected government, 
practised and taught submission to civil and lawful 
rulers. They maintained that faith must be deter. 
mined by the. word of God alone, and not by the 
notions of fallible men, and hence they translated 
the scriptares into the popular languages—exhorted: 
ehristians to read them, judge for themselves and 
assert, the liberty of conscience, to which they had 
an unalienable right. In short, it was their great 
and avowed purpose to oppose the gross corruption. 


* Abbe Millot, vol. 4, p. 133. 
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and spiritual tyranny of Rome. If any, or all, were 
apparently intemperate in their zeal it must be attri- 
buted to their ardor in a most important cause, and 
the unreasonable, wicked opposition they met in 
their way. If however, the prying eyes of Lu- 
ther's enemies, and those of the other reformers, 
could find no cause to ascribe to them sinister mo- 
tives of action, then it would be folly indeed, to 
make many remarks upon what is said, by the ene- 
 mies of the reformation, who live at s0 great a dis- 
tance of time from the scene of action, although the 

liched Hume be found among them. Let them 

lie and slander, it is a miserable method of de- 
fencing a cause. Praised be God, sound reason 
and revelation are our arms. | 

But let us return ſrom this digression and view 
the progress of the reformation, 'The greatesi part 
of Gorany, Wheh had long groaned under the 
avarice of the pontiffs, their extortions and various 
oppressions, by which they fleeced the rich and 
ground the faces of the poor, received with ap- 
plause the sentiments of the immortal Luther. The 
court of Rome became alarmed. Tetzel took the 
field against Luther, but, as may be imagined, 
could not withstand the andaunted spirit and incon- 
trovertible arguments of the reformer. The views 

f Luther could not yet bz perfectly clear, though 

e was sincere, and henee we find him addressing 
himself, by letter, to the Roman pontiff, in respect- 
fa! terms, declaring, that if his sentiments coald be 
proven erroneous, he would willingly renounce 
them. 

Here was an opportunity for the court of Rome 
to nipin the bud, the cause of the reformation, or af 
least retard the progress. But this very circum- 
Stance became highly advantageons. Luther was 
now eompelled to study the more, by. which his 
views were more extended, prejudices expelled 
and reforming principles fixed. His opponents ex- 


ercised no prudence and were extremely proUgua 


and impadent. Among these, the miserable Caje. 
ton ranks first, who commanded Lather to renounce 
his sentiments, (the right ta think) and without ar- 
gument to believe, that the Pope being steward of 
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the spiritnal treagure arising {rom thesuperabundant 
merits of Jcesus Christ and the saints, the propriety 
of administering indulgences was not to be. 
donbted Such steps, on the part of the Roman 
court, added fact to the fire, and although the cause 
of the reformation, was indeed in a critical State, 
yet the credit, authority and power of Rome declin- 
ed astonishingly. 
Thos far the cause needed fire and courage alone, 
hat now a greater degree of moderation seemed re- 
quisite, Accordingly Philip Melanchton, who be- 
came convinced of the excellence of the canse, by 
the controversies between Luther and a certain 
F.ekins, joined Lather. He was just such an ass0- 
ciate as the times demanded, amiable, extremely 
mild, remarkable for his extensive knowledge in 
human and divine things, the ſertility and-elegance 
of his genius, the facility avd quickness of his com- 
prehension. With such advocates, Germany had 
much to expect, | 

Switzerland, however, hecame uneasy, and 2oon 
bad her, champion, in Ulric Zuingle, a man of 
learning and uncommon sagacity, - accompanied 
with intrepidity s1milar to Lather's which the cause 
here required. Luther had overcome his 'Tetzel, 
on Zuingle it devolved to combat and overcome a 
similar creatare. It 18 remarkable and IT cannot 
avoid mentioning it to my hearers, that although 
Luther and Zuingle had as yet, no correspondence 
with each other, yet each having the word of God, 
they coincided in all their views, excepting in one 
point perhaps, of no great moment. "w 

During this time, Luther was not idle, for he met 
with more violent opposition than ever. At length 
the Pope is5ued his bull against our reformer, con - 
demning his works to. be hurnt ; commanding the 
extermigation of him and his adherents, unless he 
recanted and sued for merey in sixty days. This 
step on the part of the pontiff left Luther but one 
alternative, which was, to withdraw from the com - 
munionof the. church of Rome, and-thus the-cause 
of the reformation, assamed a fixed charaeter. A 
project was now actually formed to found a church, 
npon principles entirely opposite to those of Rome, 
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viz. with the Bible for its foundation and the true 
aposiohc charch for a pattern That the world 
might know of this intention, Luther, publicly cum- 
mitted to the flames, the. bull of the Pope, together 
with the decretals. After this period, Luther app li- 
ed himself with ill more assiduity and fervour, 
than ever, to- the pursvit.of trath, and made bolder 
attacks upon the PT. He was applauded and 
Joined most heartily, by many wakes men, as well 
as professors of an Academy, where students from 
all parts as8embled, and through whom the princi- 
ples of the reformation were propagated through 
all countries of Europe with amazing rapidity. 
The diet of Worms demands our attention in the 
next place, as an important period in the progress of 
the reformation. It was in 1521 that Luther was 
commanded to appear before them, Tt is true he 
received a $safe condact, but what of that ? John 
Hass and Jerame of Prague were provided with a 
saſe conduct from the emperor in their time, and 
yet they perished in the flames. The journey to 
Worms, was long and precarious, and the judges 
whom Luther would meet there, were his inveter- 
ate enemies, hence he was advised by his friends, 
not to venture, But with his usvual intrepidity, he 
answered © that were he obliged to encounter at 
Worms as many devils as there were tiles gpon the 
housecs of that city, it should not deter him from a 
pearing there, for, says he, fear in this case would 
only be a suggestion of satan, who apprehends the 
approaching ruin of his kingdom. He accordingly 
appeared before the diet, at the appointed time, ex- 
posed with dignity, the superstitivus doctrines of the 
church of Rome and the overgrown power of the 
ontiff; acknowledged his writings: and offered to 
d»fend them by the aid of the Bible, saying here I 
stand, I cannot act otherwise ; so help me God, 
Amen. Bat he was noticed only by despotic, pro- 
voking language, and permitted to depart. A few 
days after a severe sentence was published against 
him, the execution of which, however, God pre- 
vented, by awakening the Elector of Saxony, who 
had him carried into ihe -castle of Yarteuburg. LI 
do think, that all must observe with wonder, the 
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remarkable interference of God, in this instance, 
For, Luther was now, not only perfectly secure 
against the machinations of his enemies, but, during 
the ten months he lay concealed in the castle, he 
began a translation of the holy scriptares, the best 
method of promoting the cause of the reformation. 
The effects at any rate were incredible ; as s00n as 
it came none the people ; it extirpated erreneous 
principles and enlightened the minds of numbers 
who read it. | 

'tPhat Germany was placed in a very ansettled 
«tate by the progressive reformation, in defianee 
violent opposition, may be easily imagined. The 
emperor Charles fiſth, from motives of policy, On 
which we cannot now dwell, determined to inter- 
fere, Cerlain events caused him to-think more fa- 
vorably of his Protestant*-gubjects, and hence in-an 
interview with the Pope, he insisted on assembling 
a general council, to hear and determine the matters 
in dipute But as may be supposed, the Pope 
could speak of nothing, bat the punishment of those 
who questioned the authority of the Pope of Rome. 
Charles could not and would not condemn onhearg, 
s0 many of his subjects, who had epproveg them- 
i selves good citizens and therefore took upon him- 
self, to appoint a time, when the affairs of the 
church should be examined. 

Hitherto, no regular system of the doctrines em- 
braced by .the Protestants had been composed, 
which now however became necessary. Accord- 
ingly, the chief articles of the reformed religion 
and the principal points in which it differed from 
that of Rome were reduced to paper by Luther 
and Melanchlon. Thus we sec how steadily the 
caase of the reformation progressed ; every appa- 
rentdiſhealty changed for some singular advantage, 
Atlength the appointed time arrived ; the diet was 
opened at Augsbaurg, on the 25th of Junc, 1520, 


A / * Against the acts of the Dict of Spire, in 1529, 8 
protest was entered by the-elector-ot Saxony; Land- 
grave of Hesse, with some other princes, and hence is 
derived the name of Protestant, common to all who 
arc got in commanion with the Romish churenk. | 
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when the paper drawn up by Luther and Melanch- 
ton, and which is denominated the conſession of 
Augsburg, was read in the presence of the empe- 
ror and. other princes who attended. With deep 
attention and recollection of mind each present, 
listened—some it confirmed in the principles they 
had embraced, others were surprised, and many 
who beſore had no idea of the principles of the re- 
formers, were not only convinced of their inno- 
cence, but delighted too, with their purity and sim- 
plicity. Such was at any rate the effect, that the 
elector of Saxony, four princes of the empire, the 
landgrave of Hesse, the prince of Anhalt, and the 
representatives ſrom the cities of Nuremberg and 
Reutlingen solemnly declared their assent to the 
doctrines contained 1n the conſession, which, to this 
day is received by several religious denominations, 
but by the Latheran Chureh particularly. Who 
could have anticipated such a general spirit of refor- 
mation, commenced but twelve years before, by a 
sIngle man. 

y this time many of the European states, wel- 
comed the salutary beams of the reformation. In 
France, a Calvin arose, a man inferior to none, as 
to laborious application, constancy of mind, force 
of eloquence, classical taste and determined $pirit. 
Having acquired a knowledge of religion, by a di- 
Iigent perusal of the holy scriptures, he cared not 
ſor Francis T. who daily committed to the flames, 
some of the friends of the reformation. In snch 
imminent danger was he however, that he would 
inevitably have sbared the fate of others, had not 
God awakened the Queen of Navarre to become 
his protector. 'There can be no donht, but many of 
those, massacreed in France, 1572, by order of the 
king, now praise God in the abodes of bliss, that 
such a man as Calvin lived. although the massacre 
caused public rejoicings at Rome and in Spain.* 

Sweden, Denmark and Eng'and experienced al- 
90 the blessings of the reformation. In Sweden 
'Olaus Petri, was the first herald of religious liber- 
ty, a disciple of Lather, and a man of a pacity and 
——— 


* Abbe Millot, vol, 4, p. 251. 
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the honor of the. first. translation of the, 
Be fo the Swedish language. Here the DNaps: 
and many. of the Jaity, © posed innovation, but the 
amiable Gustavus seconded. the zealous missionary, 
with equal zeal, though with circumspection, Such 
was the resolotion and firmness of this prince, that 
he declared, he would lay down his sceptre and re- 
tire from his kingdom, rather than rule a people 
enslaved to the aut tar of the Pope and controlled 
by the tyranny of their bishops. "Thus was the Pa- 
pal empire 1n Sweden, entirely and quickly over- 
turned, | | 
In Denmark, singular as it is, Christiern the se- 
cond, a savage and odious character, was the chies 
actor and zealous indeed to deliver his dominions 
from the tyranny of Rome. _ But bis views were to 
rise to supremacy both in church and state, to de- 
prive the bishops of their overgrown authority and 
ample possessions which they had usurped, for the 
porpona of appropriating them to hicaself, and hence 
at little was effected. He was however goon de- 


osed and another prince called to the throne, who 
encouraged the Protestam doctors,” but did not 


change the established discipline of the church, ane 
thus the doctrines of the gospel were at least intro- 
duced | 

[n England the pillars of Papal despotism, were 
at this time shaking, but their downial was not ef- 
fected for some time, as might be supposed. For 
here, not a Luther, a Zuingle or a Calvin arose, but 
a prince, surpassed by none in vices and who had 
vehemently opposed Lather. Yes-it was Henry 
VIII. who without any zeal for true religion, made 
an opposition to the Romai: yoke. To this he was 
led by the refusal of the pontiff to grant him a di- 
vorce from his queen. Such a serious difference. 
between the King and Pope, 'Thomas Cranmer, 
(a $secret friend of Luther and his cause, a man of 
penetrating mind} thought, could pave the way for 
the reformation. Accordingly Cranmer suggested 
an expedient to Henry, by which he might obtain 
his point in defiance-of the Pope, and it actually 
Succeeded. Still this prince retained many of the 
monstrous doctrines of PHY and olten preseated 


. a” 
= ® - - 
þp - 
- =o 


Joy of the oppressed and persecuted, now ascended 


f 18 ] 


the terrors of death to those who differed from him 
In opinion. Oranmer was much disappointed, but 
of course, enjoyed the favour of Henry and hetice 
he was til enabled togdispel, though $ecretly. the Þ 
mists of ignorance in a certain degree, Henry after © 
s0me time made his exit, and his son Edward VI. | 
a prince of wisdom, sagacity und virtue, sveceeded 
to the throne. The cause of the reformation, being 
sUpported by him, was just about to asxume 80me 
importance, when this amiable prince went to re- 
ose, England wept. Orvel Mary, stifling the 
enderness and amiahleness of her sex, ascended 
the throne, and by every barharity imaginable, en- 
deavored to eradicate the seeds of the reformation 
for the space of five years, when she too, was called 
to eternity. The amiable Elizabeth to the great 


the throne and exerted her vigorons, nay, manly 
SPirit in the defence of oppressed conscience and 
liberty. She <ucceeded; and delivered her people 
from the bondage of Rome. Scotland, with her 
K nox, a d«ciple of Calvin, Troland with bor Brow n 
and indeed all the world, were more or less blessed 
with light, that shineth to this day. | 
In Spain, the eyes of several were opened in a i 
very unexpected, yet natural manner . Charles Y. 
brought with him to Germany certain divines, who 
were to combat the pretended heresy of the reform- 
ers. But he was disapnointed in his Spanish doc- 
tors, for they, instead of refuting, imbibed the pre- 
tended heresy, and on their way home, propagated 
it, more or less. Bot a diabolical inquisition, $00n 
s1ppresscd the desire of a change, by gibbets, 
stakes. and other formidable instruments. 
Upon the whole, the progress of the reſormation 
was astonishingly rapid, in-defiance of the slander, 
and misrepresentation of its enemies For, in the 
year 1555, the followers of the Augsburg confession 
were declared exempt the jurisdiction of Rome, 
permitted to worship God in their own way, and 
assn'ed, that those who 5shonld persecute-them -on- 
der religious pretexts, would be proceeded against, 
asenemies of the empire Germany, Switzerland, 
and perhaps another $state, became particularly hap- 
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armation here commenced among the 
: hr” _ could be, more nataral than tnat they 
ould change the. externai government ,of the 
charch, to a free and republican torm, while in 
$ome other sates the ecclesiastical government wag 
copied alter the civil. | 
'Phe happy effects and general progress of. the 
ret»rmation, may be seen more satisfactorily, when 
we consider the- zeal and unanimity-of individuals 
and nations, in the distribution-of the Holy Bible. 
For here and there we find pious characters, though 
adhering to the Rumish church, engaged with othec 
christians, in this grand and blessed work, Among 
these I cannot omit-mentioning with due deference, 
the learned and pious Leander. Van Ess, who de- 
serves every encomium, for his zeal in distr3 ting 
the Bible among his Roman Catholic, vrethren, 
From the Jast report of the Bible society at Phila- 
delphia, it is evident, that our descendants. at vs 
great distance, will ve enabled -to-praise God. f 
granting his word to the whole inbabited world 73 
that it wilL.be read in. evers living WAgUage.......... 
I'n.this our beloved country, we enjoy the effects 
of the reformation in_ a high degree. We are not 
dictated to ia religious matters, by an avaricious 
pontiff or prince, and each, may chose that method 
of worshipping God which appeareth most consist- 
ent and satisfactery, under the fullest protection of 
government. And, although we are divided. into 
s0 many different families as t were, yet such is 
the influence of .the gospel, that among those w ho 
experience it, the uimost harmony and affection ex; 
isteth. All agree, that the Bible shou!a be read 
and diligently studied ; that true repentance, faith 
in Christ Jesus;-5antification by the spirit, are pre- 
requisites to our admission into the mansIons of ta- 
ture bliss | | 
And now-my brethren, I wou!d exhort you © to. 
offer unto Goq- thagksgiving, and pay. your vows. 
unto the most-high.” We have seen,..th 500 years, 
- ag9 aur--{orefathers commenced secking. the truth 
and that this day 300 years will elapse sinee. the first 
bold efforts were made, to rescur the; warld, from 
the direjul eftects of superstitiog and ignorance. 
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"Who among you, is not convinced'that God was 
engaged in the cause ? Dr. Luther made the first 
bold attempt, yet he and all who joined him in the 
arduous task were fallible men. e hold the re- 
formers in sacred memory, we admire them for 
their virtue ; we venerate them, as the instruments 
_ of God, who throagh "them restored to man his 

< natural rights.” Therefore offer unto God thunks- 
giving. To do this we must acknowledge feel- 
ingly the blessings He gratuitously bestowed upon 
us, and evince our gratitude in our prayers. Pay 
therefore your vews to the most high. Gratitude 
shewn by our actions is most acceptable. O ! let 
me admonish yon all, to seek to be influenced by the 
goodness of God in all the actions of this tife. We 

ossess the prize, the saving doctrines of Jesus 
Christ, therefore let us with the blessing of God, 
experience antt sypport them, with all our might. 
Prize highly the liberty of the gospel_; enjoy it un- 
der God, lest we be again redaced to servility and 


the yoke. 
In the present »tate of socicty; the words- of the 


apostle are applicable to a majority of Protestants, 
<< For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye 
have need that one teach yon again, which be the 
first principles of the oracles of God.” We need 
not advance many nl =} wor to confirm the asser. 
tion ! How alarmingly has the desire of riches fas- 
cinated most minds, that for the sake of earthly 
gain, would neglect the stndy of the Bible, history 
of the charch, and in case of an emergeney, care 
little to renounce their religious privileges ; rather 
at any rate, than exert themselves for the svpport of 
the gospel 

God has given us the means of salvation and 
hence it 1s his will and decree that we should be 
saved through them only. Jesus his beloved Son, 
the essence of the Bible, is the only way, in which 
peace and joy can be found He 1s the trae light ; 
whoever followeth not him, mast walk in darkness. 
Woe therefore unto ye, who. bow not penitently be- 
fore your Redeemer God! Are ye parents? do ye 
love your offspring ? are ye desirous to entail to 
them the liberties ye enjoy, and of rejoicing with 
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them in ſeturity ? I venture to say, ve areall ready 
to answer in the affirmative. Then 1 would exhort 
ye, make the religion of Jesus, your primary and 
most important object, yea then can ye train up 
your chiidren, in the nurture of the Lord. Before 
another centarial jubilee of the reformation shall be 
celebrated, few, it any of us; according to the gene- 
ral coarse of nature, will move in-this-world! I 
may indeed confidently say, that long ere that pe- 
riod of time, the voice which- now addresses you, 
will be hashed, and the fi ail bodies of all here pre- 
sent mingled with the dust.. However awful these 
rellections, yet their pangs will be greatly mitigated, 
if we and vur families serve the. Lord; according to 
the tenets of the gospel. For then death will be the 
messenger of God to summon us ta join in the re- 
Joicings of Heaven, with angels and archangels in 
the presence of the triune God 

And as for ye, more immediately under my.care, 
I beg and intreat ye to hecome* more zealous for the 
truth of the gospel and evince more ardor for its 
sapport. Ye call yourselves-after'the firstreformer, 
hut remember unless ye devote your lives to Jesus 
Christ, as the immortal Luther, in defiance of every 
temporal consideration, all will be of no avail. Let 
the name, by which -we are distinguished from 
other christians, bring to our minds the difficulties 
that were to be overcome, and sacrifices that werc 
actually made by Dr. Luther and the other reforn:- 
ers, to restore the church, to the simplicity of the 
gospel. Letus be s0 influenced, by these reflections, 
as to exert oarselves, with all trae christians. vi ali 
denominations, to promote the kingdom of Christ ; 


- then the most powerſul enemy, aided; by all the 
-powers of .Hell itself, shall in vain assail us and we 


of whatever, household in'this world, will join in 


Heaven. with songs of victory before the Lamb of 


God. 'Therefore ++ Let your conversation be, as it 
becometh the gospel of Christ, that whether I come 
and a” + 06 again, or else be absent, I may hear of 
your affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with 
one mind, striving together for the faith of the Gas: 
pel.” Amen. 
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The $ervice was introduced and elosed by the 
| SINgig of the following hymns 7hey are 
added to the address by the. publisher, uho is 
- happy in having obtained the manuscripl, at 
the request of many, who attended and were 
edified on the memorable 31st of October, 1817. 


HYMN 1. 


1 In joyſal celebration, 
his day thy children sing 
- The blessed reformation ; 

O Jesus heavenly king, 

We tune their choral voices 
In thy great praises tanght, 

Pach in the work rejoices 
W hich thoa for us hast wrooaght. 


? 


2 Thon 0 Lord; from darkness drear 
s And superstition's night, 

Didst snatch thy church, and bad'st appear 

- The Gosper's glorious light ; 

O Jesus ! thy caving power 
In grateſal strains we sing, 

We thy majesty adore 
Our Saviour and our King. t 


HYMN II. 


One hmdred years, thrice told this day 

4 T8 By heavenly grace, truth's radian: rey 

Ms c- Beamed through the reformation ; 

i 4:8 Yea glorioas as Aurora'slight, 

Dispels the gloomy mists of night, 
Dawn'd on the world salvation, 

Luther ! c .m: 

Zuingle ! 

Joined with Calvin ! 

'The church to free ; 

Restored religious liberty. 


[23 ] 
HYMN IIL. 


1 Far hence, each snperstition vain, 
Wild offspring of the haman brain, 
The truths that fill thy hallow?d page, 
My happier choice great God engage. 


2 0 ever faithful tothy word, 
Do thou thy vital strength afford ; 
Phy help impart, eternal Sire ! 
Nor let my hope in shame expire. 


3 Sustain'd by thy Almighty aid, » | 
What danger shall my soul invade ? S 
Nar error's cloud, nor arts of sin 
My soui from thy obedience win. 

Ll - 
HYMN IV, a I 


' 1 Arise! ye Protestants, and laud 

With thankful praise, the triane God, 
Who from the gloom of papal night 
Restor*'d the gospel's heav'nly light. 


2 The wo dof life you have acquired, 
F.om truth which God himse't inspired ; 
Arie! and by the light of this, 

Pureue the way to heay*uly bliss. 


FINTIS. 


